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		Week Beginning 19th July 2021



	Year 6 Leavers
We were delighted to welcome a limited number of parents to our Year 6 Leavers' Assembly on the playground. Congratulations to all our Year 6 children on completing their primary education and taking the disturbance of the last two years in their stride! We know that great things will be in store for them so look forward to hearing all about it. They move onto four secondary schools this year - Woodroffe, Colyton, Axe Valley and The Dorset Studio School.

	Learning this week:
Our week ended with a Year 6 Versus Staff Rounders match - we managed to have all classes outside to cheer on both teams. Staff were triumphant in the match, but there were some great examples from all of giving it a go, resilience and team work. Well done!
Explorers: What a super last week! We wrote our own versions of the smartest giant in town, what incredible imaginations! We enjoyed learning and singing our class song written by Mrs McDonald and Miss Bourne. Despite the hot weather we made the most of our last few days as a class, chasing bubbles, finishing our Charmouth challenge fun run and making awesome cards for the teachers. Have a super, fantastic, fun summer holidays. Thank you for being such an awesome class. 
Adventurers: What an amazing last week we’ve had Adventurers. In class this week, we have focused on writing an invented version of Agents of The Wild, which they all managed to do fantastically! Have the best summer holidays and create lots of new memories. I will miss you all and wish you the best of luck in the future. Mr C
Navigators: What a week it has been.  We have been so busy getting ready for our new year ahead. We have had fun playing rounders with our friends, completing puzzles, playing games and above all else spending much needed time together.  


	Staffing Update
At the end of this term, Mr Jacobs will be leaving Charmouth Primary School to pursue his passion for music and music education. I am sure you will join us in wishing him every success for the future. He has this message for our school community;
'I will cherish the memories of working with such wonderful children and teaching colleagues and particularly remember all the very special occasions where the children’s music has inspired others and helped to bring together members of our local community in so many ways. I wish to thank most sincerely all my wonderful colleagues and friends and also the many parents who have supported me throughout my time at Charmouth.'
Miss Bourne will also be leaving Charmouth Primary School at the end of this term as she moves back to her family in Essex. She has passed her degree, which she has been working on remotely as well as working in the school and hopes to go into teaching in the future. I am sure you will join us in wisher her every success.
If any parents and families would like to send in best wishes to Mr Jacobs or Miss Bourne, please drop these into the school office in September and we will ensure that they are passed on.

	Summer in Dorset
Dorset are running Free Activities for children in receipt of Pupil Premium.  Booking is now open. To find out more please follow the following link: 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/summer-in-dorset.aspx  
Support is available locally for any families who need additional support during these challenging times, including through Dorset Council and Lyme Forward. If you would like to explore what support may be available, please get in touch with us via the school office so we can help put you in touch with relevant organisations. 

	Charmouth Gardners would like to invite children to enter this years gardening competition.  Please see the link with how to enter and the different categories.
Charmouth gardner summer show 

	Charmouth Green Group: 
Charmouth Green Group recently invited the children to enter a competition to design their new banner and also logo - Congratulations to Esme Tipping who created the winning entry for their banner.  Highly recommended is Freddie Beer and Charlie R. Further congratulations to Alex McDonald who designed the winning Logo, with highly recommended going to Grace and Leah.  Well done all of you who entered all the entries have been praised for their efforts. A special mention goes to Iona whose careful design will be the centre piece for the Green Groups exhibition at the Heritage Centre this summer. 

	Footie 4 Dorset
Lee will be running some holiday sessions over the summer break in Beaminster and Bridport. This must be booked in advance - please see their Facebook page for more information on how to book. Search Footie4Dorset.



	Week Beginning 12th July 2021



	Learning this week:
Explorers: We have had a really exciting week! Our butterflies hatched out and after feeding them with sugar water and orange slices we let them go up on the field.  We also had some visitors from the RNLI who talked to us about lifeguards and what their special flags mean, they were very impressed with the Explorers knowledge of beach safety. In maths this we have continued practicing number formation and sequencing to 20. Using our story maps we have retold the smartest giant in town and then we changed all the characters and made up our own story!
Pathfinders: This week we have been learning about the Elephant Bird. We have found some amazing facts about it.  We have continued to look at information texts in English and have completed some watercolour paintings to use in our own information text next week. We have even taken a trip to the school library to find books to help us with information for our writing next week!
Adventurers: This week in Adventurers Class we have been exploring Fiji; the physical and human features that the islands possess. We also had the amazing opportunity to visit Hogchester Meadows, where Martin Maudsley introduced to them natural art and some story telling. The children had an amazing time and were engaged and enthusiastic throughout.
Navigators: We have had such a busy week this week! The Year Sixes have been recording lots of parts for their assembly and having fun reminiscing about days gone past. We’ve also been writing thank you letters to the England Team for their fantastic efforts getting us to the Euro 2020 finals and discussing the aftermath of the game in PSHE. Our topic work continues with us learning about new energy technologies and what the future might hold for energy. We also had a fantastic assembly learning from the RNLI about how to stay safe on the beach. Finally, we are all feeling nostalgic as the penultimate week draws to a close: wanting the holidays to come but also not, so lots of impromptu discussions around feelings have also been happening.


	Covid testing update:   
We are very aware of a growing number of Covid cases locally. Please remember to be alert to the symptoms and ensure that your household isolates if any symptoms are seen until a PCR test result is received. If someone has symptoms, a PCR test is needed; a lateral flow test is not sufficient. Please keep the school informed so we can closely monitor the situation. Thank you for your help. 

	Plan on a Page Consultation 
As we begin to emerge from Covid restrictions and make our way towards the new normal, we at Charmouth Primary School want to make sure that we build on some of the more positive experiences of the last 16 months.  Throughout this difficult time, we have been overwhelmed by the support and kindness shown by our parents and the wider Charmouth community and it is important to us that you are involved in our planning for the school's future. 
Since the beginning of this year, the headteacher and governors have been working together to plan for the next five years in the life of our school.  Lots of work has gone on behind the scenes, including lively assemblies with the children and consultations with school staff.  The results so far have been condensed into a single page plan which is now ready for wider consultation with everyone who has an interest in our school.   
Our vision can only come to life if it reflects the views of the whole community so we are hoping that as many people as possible will be able to respond to this consultation.  We know that it has been some time since the school has engaged our friends and neighbours in this way so we are really eager to know what you think.   
The draft ‘Plan on a Page’ here which sets out our goal, our vision and our values.  These are then linked to our objectives for the next 3 to 5 years and the key actions we need to take in order to achieve them. 
Please click this link to tell us what you think about our 'Plan on a Page'. 
If you would prefer to complete a hard copy of the form, please contact the school during normal opening hours via office@charmouth.dorset.sch.uk. and we will forward a paper copy to you as soon as possible. 

	Arrangements for September 
A letter will be going out to families early next week with information about classes and arrangements for September. Please look out for an email.  

	Fun in the Sun 
We are all glad to see some lovely weather at the moment! Please do send children into school with their sun cream applied and a hat. We have very limited shade on the field, so these items are needed. We hope you are all able to enjoy the weather over the weekend. 

	Summer in Dorset
Dorset are running Free Activities for children in receipt of Pupil Premium.  Booking is now open. To find out more please follow the following link: 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/summer-in-dorset.aspx  
Support is available locally for any families who need additional support during these challenging times, including through Dorset Council and Lyme Forward. If you would like to explore what support may be available, please get in touch with us via the school office so we can help put you in touch with relevant organisations. 

	Charmouth Gardners would like to invite children to enter this years gardening competition.  Please see the link with how to enter and the different categories.
Charmouth gardner summer show 

	
Celebration Assembly 
In our celebration assembly, we particularly celebrated the following members of the school community:
Lola, Tabby, Jasmine, Adventurers class, Maya, Jasper, Charlie R, Felix, Evie, Daniel, Tesni and Thea
Times Tables Rockstars: Friston, Hendrix, Bailey, Lucy R and Luca
Reading Eggs Awards: 
Doodle Champions: Fox, Friston, Isla and Jadie



	Week Beginning 5th July 2021



	Learning this week:
Explorers: This week we enjoyed recreating scenes from the Smartest Giant in Town at beach school. We had some fantastic giant and animal recreations!  In class we all created a giant clothing catalogue which some fantastic pieces.  Well done Explorers!  We were very excited to see one of our caterpillars break free from its cocoon into our first beautiful butterfly.
Pathfinders: This week when pathfinders returned to class they were greeted by 7 new chicks.  They had fun holding them and learning how to keep them alive.  In english we have to been looking at how to write an information page for a pet and in our topic we have continued to look at the science with in our theme - recently researching the elephant bird.
Adventurers: This week we have been rewriting Agents of The Wild: Operation Honey Hunt, making sure we add extra detail to make our writing engaging for the reader. In topic, we are beginning to look at Fiji to compare it to the countries we have already studied (Brazil and Scotland).
Navigators: Our full of beans topic has been developing and this week we have been looking at fossil fuels and benefits of renewable energy.  We had lovely surprise where we met the chicks from Pathfinders and our Year 6's have been getting ready for their leavers assembly bringing a tear to our eye with their tuneful voices.
Please see Teams for the WHISK sheet for what we are learning in topic this half of term.


	Parent Governor 
Congratulations to Jody Watson who has been appointed unopposed as our new parent governor. Jody has shared her passion for ensuring that every child, whatever their background, educational needs or learning differences are and we are delighted to have her passion and skills joining the governing board. 

	Charmouth Green Group 
Last week, Jo from the Charmouth Green Group spoke to the children via a virtual assembly about the role of the group and highlighted how we can all play a part in conservation, particularly through a careful consideration of our use of plastics. The Charmouth Green Group would like the help of our children in promoting their work so have set up a competition with two parts; 
1. An A4 design (landscape orientation) for the banner on the groups Facebook page 
1. A 5cmx5cm logo for the Charmouth Green Group to use as their logo 
All applications should be submitted by the end of the day on Thursday with the child’s name on the back to be given to the group for judging. 

	PTFA Updates 
A huge thank you and well done for the continued efforts of our PTFA to raise funds and to the school and local community for their support. 
Raisin Funds raised £279.26 in total, the winning year group was Reception who managed to raise £53.03. Well done!
Bags4School was another success, raising £120. With so many donations and many people suggesting that they have more to sort, another date has already been booked for October!  

	Football on Sunday 
I am sure that many children (even some who aren’t usually the biggest fans) will be staying up late on Sunday night for the football. If your child stays up on Sunday (and several games have shown that it could be until 11pm) to watch the final, then let them stay in bed a bit longer and get to school by 10.30am on Monday. We would rather have children rested and ready to learn rather than absent and grumpy! School will start at 8:45 as normal but children arriving up to 10:30 won’t be marked as late. Our timetable will be adapted so children do not miss key learning.   Children are also welcome to come in non-school uniform, if England win why not try to wear the colours red and white!
It's 55 years since England reached a major football final so let them watch, talk about pride and resilience and the links this game, and games and actions throughout the tournament, link to our vision of growing together to be the best version of ourselves. 

	Summer in Dorset
Dorset are running Free Activities for children in receipt of Pupil Premium.  Booking is now open. To find out more please follow the following link: 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/summer-in-dorset.aspx  
Support is available locally for any families who need additional support during these challenging times, including through Dorset Council and Lyme Forward. If you would like to explore what support may be available, please get in touch with us via the school office so we can help put you in touch with relevant organisations. 

	Charmouth Gardners would like to invite children to enter this years gardening competition.  Please see the link with how to enter and the different categories.
Charmouth gardner summer show 

	
Celebration Assembly 
In our celebration assembly, we particularly celebrated the following members of the school community:
Bailey, Rosie, Ayesha, Flynn, Kitty, Edward, Matthew, Rosie, Charlie B, Lilly, Leia and Elliot
Times Tables Rockstars: Eowen, Jodie, Bailey, Charlie R, Freddie and Hendrix
Reading Eggs Awards: Iona and Mabel
Doodle Champions: Eowen, Milo, Daisy, Charlie R and Fox




	Week Beginning 26th June 2021



	Learning this week:
Explorers: Our caterpillars have turned into chrysalides! 😁🐛 we have been making the most of the lovely weather by being outside as much as possible, our big parachute has been very useful!  Using a hole punch we created our own hungry caterpillars and talked about how fragile the leaves were and how they changed. Our display on our focus book The Smartest Giant in town is looking really good.  In maths we looked at repeated patterns and forming numbers correctly.
Pathfinders: This week in Pathfinders we have had a fun filled week! We have been on an exciting trip to Axe Valley Wildlife Park where we met lots of interesting animals and were able to handle a python! Many thanks to Catherine at Axe Valley for the experiences. We have also welcomed the first of our chicks, hopefully more to follow over the weekend. In our learning we have been looking at Pilgrimages in RE and have written postcards from Mecca.
Adventurers: This week in Adventurer's class we have started a new book, Agents of The Wild: Operation Honey Hunt. We have looked at the characters and the settings, along with applying to SPEARS (a secret organisation that looks after endangered and awesomely rare animals). We have also had the joy of attending Beach School this week, where we recreated some physical and human features from Brazil and Scotland.
Navigators Thompson: In Thompson's this week, year 5 have been taking their turn to ‘ show off what they know’ , and I have been so impressed with the excellent attitude to the class have to assessments and their amazing stamina. They have all tried so hard they are a credit to you all. They have been unleashing their entrepreneurial prowess and have decided on advertising and costings for their bean smoothies. I feel we may have some budding Alan Sugars in the making. They did stop short of firing each other but I did see ‘rock, paper, scissors ‘ as a way to resolve boardroom disputes. The are continuing to enjoy their tennis and swimming sessions.
Navigators Coleman: We have had a lovely week this week continuing with our “Full of Beans” topic. We’ve researched bean recipes and designed our own smoothies including the packaging and adverts and they all look great! We continue our work in English on Macbeth continuing our work on plot and have been continuing to develop our accuracy at punctuation when writing. The Year Fives continue to work hard practising their swimming strokes and have made great progress so far. Well done to them!
Please see Teams for the WHISK sheet for what we are learning in topic this half of term.

 

	Summer in Dorset
Dorset are running Free Activities for children in receipt of Pupil Premium.  Booking is now open. To find out more please follow the following link: 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/summer-in-dorset.aspx  

	Reports and Parent Consultations 
Early next week, please look out for a letter about parent consultations which will take place week beginning 12th July. Due to the ongoing situation, these will take place via zoom (or a phone call). School reports should be with families at the end of next week so parents are able to read these before meeting with teachers.  

	 
Support is available locally for any families who need additional support during these challenging times, including through Dorset Council and Lyme Forward. If you would like to explore what support may be available, please get in touch with us via the school office so we can help put you in touch with relevant organisations. 

	
Celebration Assembly 
In our celebration assembly, we particularly celebrated the following members of the school community:
Fox, Willow, Skye, Remi, Keavy, Bobby, Grace, and May
Times Tables Rockstars: Edward and Charlie R
Reading Eggs Awards: 
Doodle Champions:  Fox, Edward and Charlie R




	Week Beginning 21st June 2021



	Learning this week:
We have really had a busy week, with beach school, trips to Hooke Court for Year 5 and then Year 6, Abbotsbury Gardens for Adventurers and a visit to Explorers from Axe Valley Wildlife Park with some of their animals. Next week, we have beach school for Adventurers and a trip to Axe Valley Wildlife Park for Pathfinders. While all this has and is happening, children are continuing with their learning across the curriculum and as I have walked around the school, I have been delighted by how many children have been so proud of their work that they have excitedly shared it with me. We still have a busy few weeks ahead with lots of opportunities for the children to showcase their learning.
Explorers: This week we have started story mapping our focus story The Greatest Giant in town. We have also been making giant clothes 😁. On Tuesday we put our froglets into the school pond, fingers crossed we might get some frogspawn next spring.  In maths we have been making our own number sentences using number bonds to 10.  Our visit this term was from Axe Valley Wildlife Park.  Catherine brought in a snake called Percy, a tortoise called Jim, 3 stick insects called stick, stick and sticky, Millie the millipede Jed the Polecat and Billy the bearded dragon. It was amazing and we learnt so much!
Pathfinders: This week in Pathfinders we have been writing our own stories based on the Maurice Sendak book; Where the Wild Things Are.  Our Chicks are now close to hatching so hopefully we will be hearing chirps and cheeps in the next few days.  During our topic work this week we have been learning about survival and what livings things need to survive. We have also been learnt the different classification of animals and which animals belong to which group.
Adventurers: 
Navigators Thompson: Navigators Thompson. We have had an excellent week. Year 5 went to Hook Court on Monday and although the weather was a little damp we had a wonderful time. Building a bridge across the river was really rather challenging but great fun. The children behaved beautifully but we did discover our listening skills could be improved. Thank you to all our parent helpers. Probably the last beach school for year 6  was fun and the children recreated the coast line using found items. It was lovely to see them working all together and enjoying the sunshine. We are still studying Macbeth’s character and the concensus is that he rather let himself down! All the beans have been planted and we await the results.
Navigators Coleman: I think that you may have some tired children this week, as we have been non-stop! Two trips out with Hooke Court and Beach school as well as swimming for the Year Fives. It has been an absolute pleasure to watch the children develop their friendships and team building skills as they have navigated low ropes, rafted and problem solved. Much fun has been had by all. We have also managed to continue with our learning in our Full of Beans unit, learning some new Fitbop moves and creating our own dance routines as well as planning our experiments for who can grow the tallest bean. We finish off our week with learning about enterprise and finance in preparation for our collaborative work next week. It’s going to be very exciting.
Please see Teams for the WHISK sheet for what we are learning in topic this half of term.


	Assessments and Reporting to Parents
Over the next few weeks, we will be completing assessments across the school as we usually would at this time of year. Teachers will be completing reports for families to go out before the end of term and parents and carers will have an opportunity to meet (currently planned as virtually) with class teachers to discuss how their child has been progressing in their learning as well as how they have been getting on more widely. Please look out for more information on the parent consultations in the next week or so which will be sent as a separate email.

	Social Media
A reminder that we have Twitter and Facebook pages. Our main pages are open for all to see and share some highlights and key information. We also have a closed Facebook group which parents/carers and staff can join; this gives a wider opportunity to share information, ask questions and support each other. Please do look out for these groups.

	
Celebration Assembly 
In our celebration assembly, we particularly celebrated the following members of the school community:
Poppy, Charlie J, Iona, Elin, Alexis, Kitty T, Chloe, Charlie, Year 6
Times Tables Rockstars: Chloe
Reading Eggs Awards: 
Doodle Champions:  Oscar and Chloe




	Week Beginning 14th June 2021



	Learning this week:
Explorers: We have been continuing exploring life cycles, going into greater depth of what happens when and watching our froglets turn into frogs! Our caterpillars have arrived and are growing well. The Explorers chose from various living things and completed the life cycle pictures.  We have had very in-depth discussions about whether the chicken or the egg came first!  Mini Explorers have completed Mr Mitchell tower challenge to make towers of 6 to 10 blocks.
Navigators Thompson: I would like to thank all of year 5 navigators for their kindness and consideration towards the year 6 children who have been completing their ‘fake’ SATS, as they like to refer to them. They have enjoyed being together as a class and have worked hard all week. Well done all the year sixes they have worked so hard and have put in that extra special effort to do their best. They are getting to know Shakespeare’s Macbeth and looking into the reasons for his very poor behavior. In our topic ‘Full of Beans’ the children are now experts on types of beans and have been planting beans to see who can grow the tallest bean. We await the results.
Navigators Coleman:.We have had a strange week this week as the usual timetable changed as Year Sixes have had their end of year tests. Even so, we’ve still managed to fit in some fantastic learning, starting our new English text ‘Macbeth’. We were very enthralled with the plot line! We’ve also been looking at maps thinking about where different beans come from and planning our own experiment planning who can grow the tallest bean.
Please see Teams for the WHISK sheet for what we are learning in topic this half of term.


	Staffing Updates 
We have welcomed Miss Morrison back from her maternity leave. She has returned 4 days a week, currently in Explorers class. Mr Mitchell is continuing in Explorers two days a week, one alongside Miss Morrison and the other on the day Miss Morrison is not in school. 
This term will be Mr Cracknell’s last term at Charmouth. He is relocating to Somerset and has secured a new role closer to his first home with his partner, which gives him more opportunities to develop his teaching and his leadership. It has been a real pleasure to have Mr Cracknell on our staff team, where he has really grown as a teacher and we wish him all the best for the future. 
Mr Mitchell has been appointed to the vacancy left by Mr Cracknell. We are delighted that he will be staying as part of our staff team; he has already established himself as a valued member of the team. 
In the next few weeks, we will confirm the class organisation and allocations. We are very aware of the disruption to children’s school life over the last two years, and will very much be taking this into consideration as we organise staffing and classes.  

	After School at the Park 
Many of our children play after school at the park; mostly they have a wonderful time, but we are seeing an increasing number of concerns being raised in school as a result of behaviour between children at the park.  Parents are advised to please talk to your children about their behaviour and attitudes at the park and, whenever possible, ensure that there is some adult supervision. 

	Social Media 
If you don’t already follow us, we have twitter and facebook accounts where we share some of the exciting things we are getting up to. We also have a closed facebook group for parents; this is a really useful place for us to share quick updates, for parents to ask questions and for families to communicate with each other easily. Please do join the group if you are able to. 

	Covid Updates 
Although it is disappointing that restrictions have not yet been fully lifted, it is perhaps inevitable when the latest facts and figures are seen. Please continue to be mindful of the pandemic, maintaining social distances, wearing a face covering when appropriate, washing/cleansing hands more regularly and by practising catch it, bin it, kill it. Remember, also, that any adult can order lateral flow tests and carry these out twice a week to help identify cases quickly.  
Although it is disappointing that restrictions have not yet been fully lifted, it is perhaps inevitable when the latest facts and figures are seen. Please continue to be mindful of the pandemic, maintaining social distances, wearing a face covering when appropriate, washing/cleansing hands more regularly and by practising catch it, bin it, kill it. Remember, also, that any adult can order lateral flow tests and carry these out twice a week to help identify cases quickly.  

	Trips and Activities 
We have so much going on this half term! It is really wonderful to be able to enrich our learning with these activities and trips. Please keep an eye on the information coming out about your child’s class trips and activities.  
Monday 21st June: Year 5 Hooke Court 
Tuesday 22nd June: Year 6 Hooke Court 
Tuesday 22nd June: School visit from Axe Valley Wildlife Park to Explorers 
Wednesday 23rd June: Year 6 Beach School 
Thursday 24th June: Adventurers Abbotsbury Sub Tropical Gardens Trip 
Friday 25th June: Year 5 Beach School 
Wednesday 30th June: Pathfinders Axe Valley Wildlife Park Trip 
Wednesday 30th June: Adventurers Beach School 
Wednesday 7th July: Explorers Beach School 
 We are still hoping that guidance for schools will be updated allowing us to plan activities in school to include parents.   

	
Celebration Assembly 
In our celebration assembly, we particularly celebrated the following members of the school community:
Darcy, Lucy M, George D, George H, Iona, Tom, all of Navigators Year 5 and 6, Etty, Minty and Lucilla
Times Tables Rockstars: Harry, Eowen, Lucy R, Tabby, Lola, Mabel, Esme, Freddy
Reading Eggs Awards: Eowen
Doodle Champions: Issy, Jessica, Iona, Friston, Charlie R and Chloe
 







